
Teaching Philosophy 
Laura Neill 
 
I am committed to student-centered learning. This means that I acknowledge each student as an 
individual and each class as a unique constellation, and I work to help each student recognize 
their own capabilities. I commit to challenging each student to build from their strengths to reach 
further than they think they can. 
 
I create a culture where challenge is fun. If a student can embrace and enjoy a challenge, they 
will succeed. I believe that the most memorable, formative, and yes, rigorous learning 
experiences come through joy. 
 
My classroom sees our work as an integral part of our changing society. We are not separate 
from the real world in an ivory tower; we are storytellers who undoubtedly have an impact on the 
world. Study of historical texts will include an awareness of their place in today’s world; study 
of craft will include an awareness of how it can be applied in service of our society. 
 
Gender parity and racial representation are non-negotiable. Each syllabus I create will offer my 
students source texts and critical texts from voices that reflect the true makeup of our world. This 
will offer every student more opportunity and more strong shoulders to stand on. 
 
I set firm expectations at the beginning of each semester and follow through. I believe that 
respect for a student is inherently tied to a commitment to maintaining high expectations for 
them as a scholar and a person. In natural pursuit of this end, I provide timely and thoughtful 
feedback for each student; formative assessment is crucial. 
 
My classroom is a community. Theatre is a collaborative art, and so is life. Students are expected 
to support and challenge each other; success is collaborative, not competitive.  
 
In short, I strive to run my classroom like the ideal rehearsal room: joyful, rigorous, aware, 
impactful, collaborative, and meaningful, acknowledging that we are in process toward 
something to be shared with our society. 


